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INTRODUCTION


Illustration of Pastor George Thomas and a Rusty Old Bird Cage

We were imprisoned in a cage just like those birds. Satan had set a trap for us and caught us, but Jesus came to buy us out of Satan’s cage with His own blood. When we repented of our sin and trusted in the saving death of Jesus Christ for our sins on the Cross, He set us free. He wants us to continue to enjoy freedom. We have been freed from the law of sin and death. We have been set free from the tyranny of trying to save ourselves by our own feeble efforts, or works of the law. We have been set free from the tyranny of trying to keep ourselves saved by our own good deeds. We have been saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. We are now kept in God’s grace through faith in the Lord.

I. 
WE’VE COME THIS FAR BY FAITH!


1.   By faith, we have become Children of God.


      (1) Not by faith in self

      (2) But by faith in the Savior

2.   By faith, we continue to be Children of God.


      (1) Not by faith in deeds

      (2) But by faith in the Deliverer
Becoming a Child of God and continuing to be a Child of God are not the results of our own good deeds. They are the results of our having saving faith in the One who made it all possible. Jesus fulfilled the demands of the Law for us. Thankfully, all we have to do is to accept His atoning death for us. We have been freed from the law!
II.
LET’S COMPLETE THE JOURNEY BY FAITH!


1.   “By faith, we eagerly await . . . the righteousness for which we hope” (v. 5).


      (1) Not righteousness in our actions (on earth)


      (2) But righteousness in our account (in Heaven)


2.   By faith, we eagerly demonstrate love (v. 6).


      (1) Not love for ourselves

      (2) But love for others
As a Child of God, we do not live by the Law of sin and death. Rather, we live by the principle of love. Every day, we are to eagerly give ourselves to others in an attitude of love so that they may see Jesus Christ living in us. It is not something we do to be a Child of God. We do it because we are Children of God. Love flows freely!

CONCLUSION


As a Child of God, do not be anxious about your salvation or about going to heaven! Rather, be careful to find ways to serve others in love—reaching out to them in the name of Jesus Christ. We have been freed to love others in Jesus Christ. The people in our text were returning to a works-oriented salvation. Although they had been saved by grace through faith, they now were trying to feel secure in their spiritual lives by working to keep their salvation. My Friends, let us not go back to the false “security” of working to be a Child of God. 
Illustration of an injured bird: injured, nursed to health, afraid of people but seemed to feel secure in the cage, cage door opened but refused to leave. The bird had grown used to the security of the cage, but true security (and freedom) was one flight away. It needed faith!

People of God, we have been freed from sin’s prison by faith in Jesus Christ! Let us not go back into the prison for “security”! We’ve come this far by faith! Let us continue the journey to Heaven by faith—trusting God to bring us safely home.

